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For Immediate Release: 
 

KANE COUNTY RESIDENTS CAN APPLY TO RECEIVE UP TO $25,000 IN ASSISTANCE 
 
Kane County Board Chair Corinne Pierog Encourages Residents And Landlords To Take Part in the Illinois 
Rental Payment Program 
 
GENEVA, IL – Kane County, in partnership with Illinois Rental Payment Program (ILRPP) is offering an emergency 
rental assistance program designed to support households in Kane County that are unable to pay rent due to the financial 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Housing providers/landlords who have rental units in Kane County may initiate a joint application with their tenants 
starting Monday, May 17 through Monday, June 7. Tenants will have until Monday, June 14 to complete their portion of a 
landlord-initiated application. The application site is now open for applications. 
 
“This is truly a win-win, “Pierog said. “It’s a unique opportunity for tenants who have been adversely affected by the 
pandemic and need assistance with their rent, And it’s a way for landlords in Kane County to recoup some of the revenue 
lost during these difficult times.” 
 
The program is a joint venture between Kane County, and the Illinois Housing Development Authority, the state’s 
housing finance agency. 
 
Visit the Kane County Government homepage (countyofkane.org/) for details about the 2021 Illinois Rental 
Assistance Program. 
 
Kane County Office of Community Reinvestment Director Scott Burger said renters and landlords must work together to 
achieve the best possible result.   
 
“IHDA’s application process begins with the landlord completing an online form, and then concludes with the tenant 
providing additional information,” he said. “It’s important that the two parties coordinate their efforts to ensure a smooth 
submission and approval process.” 
 
Burger estimates that Kane County has more than 45,000 renter-occupied housing units. 
 
Nationwide, it is estimated between one-third and one-half of renters are delinquent to some degree, even if only one 
month. Using those assumptions, Kane County could have anywhere between 15,000 and 22,500 renters who may have 
fallen behind. 
 
State officials announced Monday (May 17, 2021) that applications for the second round of rental assistance 
funding are now available to help Illinois residents who have experienced economic hardship due to the 
pandemic. 
 
The Illinois Housing Development Authority and the Illinois Department of Human Services will deploy $665 
million in federal funds through the Illinois Rental Payment Program and other assistance programs to Illinois 
renters and landlords in an effort to prevent evictions.  # # # 

https://www.countyofkane.org/
https://www.countyofkane.org/
https://www.ihda.org/about-ihda/illinois-rental-payment-program/
https://www.ihda.org/about-ihda/illinois-rental-payment-program/
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Governor Pritzker Launches $665 Million 
Housing Assistance Program for Illinois 
Renters and Landlords Hit Hardest by 

COVID-19 
Illinois Rental Payment Program to Provide Grants of up to $25,000 for 

Qualifying Renters 
 

Governor Signs HB 2877 Reaffirming Administration’s Commitment to 
Housing Stability  

 
CHICAGO – Building on state emergency programs providing ongoing utilities, rent, 
mortgage, and legal relief for communities hit hardest by COVID-19, Governor JB 
Pritzker today announced that applications for the second round of rental assistance 
funding are now available to help Illinois residents who have experienced economic 
hardship due to the pandemic. The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) and 
the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) will deploy $665 million in federal 
funds through the Illinois Rental Payment Program (ILRPP) and other assistance 
programs to Illinois renters and landlords in an effort to prevent evictions.  

Governor Pritzker also signed HB 2877 into law establishing a new structure to efficiently 
distribute rental assistance to Illinois residents and provide for sealing of eviction records 
until August 1, 2022.  



“,” said Governor JB Pritzker.   

ILRPP builds on the state’s comprehensive rental assistance program launched by the 
Pritzker administration last year, as well as ongoing programs that provide safety net 
programming to assist low-income residents with the cost of utilities, mortgages, legal aid 
and other basic amenities. With the latest allocation of federal stimulus funding, IHDA 
will provide over $500 million to struggling landlords and renters while IDHS will 
allocate $110 million for housing , utilities, and legal assistance. Overall, the rental 
programs are expected to assist more than 120,000 households. In addition, the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is overseeing the Help 
Illinois Families program and Utility Disconnection Avoidance Program, which has 
prevented disruption in utility service for thousands of Illinois households using $280 
million in federal and state assistance.  
 
“At a time when so many are facing financial hardship and uncertainty, it was critical that 
the government provide assistance to keep families in their homes. That’s why I strongly 
supported this funding for rental assistance in our federal COVID relief packages,” said 
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL). “I encourage anyone struggling to pay rent to see 
if they qualify for this assistance.” 
 

HB 2877 
 

In the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, Illinois led the nation in ensuring the 
state’s most vulnerable residents had a roof over their head, delivering over $329 million 
in housing payment grants to over 56,000 renters and homeowners across the state.  
 
HB 2877 creates the COVID-19 Federal Emergency Rental Assistance Program Act, 
providing additional protections for renters and homeowners and establishing an even 
stronger framework for rental assistance programs.  Signing HB 2877 reaffirms the 
Pritzker administration and General Assembly’s commitment to housing stability, as it 
creates a program to effectively administer rental assistance to struggling household and 
temporarily enhances eviction sealing and foreclosure protections. 
 
“Families suffering from financial hardship should not have to worry about losing their 
homes. I’m proud to have taken action, with my colleagues in the General Assembly, 
preventing evictions and providing funding for the rent assistance working families need. 
Legislation like House Bill 2877 will give people experiencing housing distress the means 
to keep a roof over their heads as they seek better opportunities as the economy recovers 
from the pandemic,” said State Senator Omar Aquino (D-Chicago). 
 
"It is critical that vulnerable households have the resources and support they need to stay 
in their homes as we recover from this pandemic, and I am working hard in Springfield 



to ensure this aid is available to those most in need," said Assistant Majority Leader 
Delia Ramirez (D-Chicago). "I encourage those who have experienced financial 
hardship as a result of COVID-19 to speak with their landlord and apply today.” 
 
"We salute the Governor and the General Assembly on this much needed legislation for 
Emergency Rental Assistance. After such a challenging year when many tenants were 
unable to pay rent, this program will help to stabilize neighborhood housing, and stem 
the mounting disinvestment in many neighborhoods,” said Michael Glasser, 
President of the Neighborhood Building Owners Alliance.  
 
HB 2877 is effective immediately.  

 
Illinois Rental Payment Program 

 
The Illinois Rental Payment Program (ILRPP) will provide $505 million to support 
Illinois tenants unable to pay their rent due to a COVID-19-related loss of income. 
Approved applicants will receive one-time grants of up to $25,000 paid directly to their 
landlords to cover missed rent payments as far back as June 2020 and prepay payments 
through August 2021, or until the $25,000 is exhausted, whichever comes first. 
Applications for ILRPP will be accepted Monday, May 17 through Monday, June 7. 
Approximately 63,000 tenants are expected to receive funding. Interested residents can 
apply online at: ILRPP.IHDA.org. 
 
"The Illinois Housing Development Authority has a proven track record of helping keep 
families safe and sheltered as COVID-19 continues to impact our state. In 2020, IHDA 
assisted over 56,000 families to ensure that they had the resources and support they 
needed to stay in their homes," said IHDA Executive Director Kristin Faust. "I 
thank Governor Pritzker for entrusting IHDA with this additional funding, and I 
encourage those who have seen their income decline as a result of COVID-19 to visit our 
application portal and apply to the Illinois Rental Payment Program today." 
 
Tenant eligibility requirements: 

 Household must have experienced a financial hardship directly or indirectly due 
to the pandemic. 

 2020 household income was below 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI), 
adjusted for household size. 

 The household lives in Illinois and rents their home as their primary residence. 
 Household must have an unpaid rent balance. 
 Priority will be given to households earning less than 50% of AMI and to 

households with one or more members that have been unemployed for at least 90 
days.   

 



ILRPP is funded through an appropriation in the federal Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2021 (P.L. 116-260), which passed in December 2020. This legislation included $900 
billion in stimulus relief for the COVID-19 pandemic, with $25 billion allocated for state 
and local government rental assistance programs. The Illinois General Assembly provided 
additional guidance for how this funding can best reach those most in need and increased 
protections for those facing eviction through the passage of House Bill 2877, the COVID-
19 Federal Emergency Rental Assistance Program Act. 
 
ILRPP leverages and weaves together multiple funding streams to support this effort, 
including federal stimulus dollars, Illinois General Revenue funding and federal 
Community Development Block Grant support.  It also builds upon existing infrastructure 
and the strength of local trusted providers, like Housing Counseling Agencies, Homeless 
Continuum of Care networks, Community Action Agencies, Welcoming Centers and faith 
and community-based organizations that are already serving families adversely impacted 
by COVID-19.  
 
“People whose lives have been overturned by the COVID-19 pandemic should not have to 
endure the additional trauma of housing insecurity and homelessness,” said State Rep. 
Lindsey LaPointe (D-Chicago). “This program will bring much-needed relief to 
renters and property owners alike, and it will speed our communities' recovery as we 
move forward." 
 
In addition to ILRPP, as an extension and expansion of its current efforts, IDHS is 
assisting with the deployment of housing, utilities, and legal assistance.  The department 
also offers other types of support for those who are at risk of homelessness, providing 
direct legal representation and mediation, court-based rental assistance support and 
intensive case management interventions to address other barriers to housing stability 
that people may face. The available support services are designed with equitable policies 
and practices that focus on those most impacted by COVID-19 and those communities 
most vulnerable to experiencing homelessness.  
 
“We have been and continue to be committed to responding to the basic needs of Illinois 
residents,” said IDHS Secretary Grace B. Hou. “Economic hardship like loss of 
employment or even a reduction in hours has deep impacts and can lead to housing 
insecurity at a time when families need it most.”  
 

Utilities Assistance and Shutoff Avoidance Programs 
 

To assist low-income families impacted by the COVID-19 crisis, last year Governor 
Pritzker announced the Help Illinois Families program, aimed at providing emergency 
relief on household costs through the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) and the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) programs. To date, more 



than 260,000 households have received $280 million in benefits through the CSBG and 
LIHEAP programs, which includes the Utility Disconnection Avoidance Program (UDAP) 
funds directly credited to customer accounts in threat of imminent disconnection. There 
is $30 million in LIHEAP funding still available for new clients through the end of the 
current program year which ends May 31, 2021. A new program year will begin September 
1, 2021, and residents qualifying for LIHEAP will have access to additional funds provided 
to the state through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.   
 
“Under Governor Pritzker’s leadership, Illinois has prioritized a swift economic response 
for those most in need, with programs like Help Illinois Families and the Utilities 
Disconnection Avoidance Program not only helping offset the costs of energy and 
household bills but providing assistance to hundreds of thousands of low-income families 
across the state to help avoid economic crisis,” said DCEO Acting Director Sylvia 
Garcia. “While Illinois continues to make strong progress in our recovery, safety net 
programs like these will remain essential as we continue to reopen businesses, bring back 
jobs and get more of our residents back into the economy.” 
 
Additionally, the Governor and DCEO created the UDAP to provide direct aid to 
households facing shutoffs due to inability to pay. UDAP identified customers previously 
enrolled in LIHEAP who were on their utility company’s disconnect list. Just weeks into 
the program, the State has exceeded its goal of serving 80,000 customers, and has 
prevented shutoffs for 115,000 customers, with over $115 million credited to customer 
accounts to date.   
  
Residents who do not qualify for UDAP can still enroll in LIHEAP benefits through the 
ongoing Help Illinois Families program. More information on how to apply for Help 
Illinois Families can be found on HelpIllinoisFamilies.com. 
 
These housing relief programs are part of Governor Pritzker’s comprehensive response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which spans economic relief measures taken for residents, 
businesses and to ensure a swift and precise health response to protect residents in the 
face of this unprecedented pandemic.  
 
For more information and updates on the program, go to illinoishousinghelp.org 
 

### 



The Illinois Rental Payment 
Program (ILRPP) can provide up to
$25,000 in emergency rental assistance.

Questions? Contact us: 
QUESTIONS.ILRPP@IHDA.ORG
Toll Free: 866-454-3571

Illinois Rental
Payment Program

PRINTED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
03/18/2021. 32,000 copies printed. #16506

Eligibility Requirements

The grant is paid directly to housing provider.

For program information, visit IHDA.org.

Eligible households may receive up to 15 
months of assistance from June 2020
through August 2021.

Priority will be given to: 

Rental Payment Program

households with a member who is
currently unemployed.

households below 50% of the Area 
Median Income, adjusted for household
size.

 Housing providers and tenants can submit 
 a joint application starting in May at 
 ILRPP.IHDA.org.  

Household must have experienced
a financial hardship directly — or
indirectly — due to the pandemic.

2020 household income was below 
80% of the Area Median Income, 
adjusted for household size.

Household is behind on rent 
and/ or is at risk of experiencing 
homelessness or housing instability. 

Applications available 
in May at ILRPP.IHDA.org

Preserving Housing Stability during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Illinois Rental Payment Program

Household of 1 Household of 2 Household of 3 Household of 4

Household of 5 Household of 6 Household of 7 Household of 8

$52,200 $59,650 $67,100 $74,550

$80,550 $86,500 $92,450 $98,450



El Programa de Pago de Renta de Illinois 
(ILRPP, por sus siglas en inglés) puede 
proporcionar hasta $25,000 en asistencia 
de emergencia.

¿Preguntas? Comuníquese con nosotros: 
QUESTIONS.ILRPP@IHDA.ORG
Línea gratuita: 866-454-3571

Programa de Pago 
de Renta de Illinois

IMPRIMIDOS POR LA AUTORIDAD DEL ESTADO DE ILLINOIS 
18/03/2021. 32.000 copias impresas. #16506

Para recibir asistencia 
a través del ILRPP

La asistencia se pagará directamente al proveedor 
de vivienda.

Para obtener información sobre el programa, visite 
IHDA.org.

Los hogares que cumplan con los requisitos 
pueden recibir hasta 15 meses de asistencia 
desde junio de 2020 hasta augusto de 2021.

Tendrán prioridad las familias con:

Programa de Pago de Renta

ingresos del hogar que están por debajo del 
50 % del ingreso promedio del área, ajustado 
por el tamaño de la familia.

un miembro que ha estado desempleado por 
más de 90 días.

Los proveedores de vivienda y los inquilinos pueden 
enviar una aplicación conjunta en ILRPP.IHDA.org.

La familia debe haber sufrido una dificultad 
financiera directamente – o indirectamente –
relacionada con la pandemia de COVID-19.

Los ingresos del hogar en 2020 estuvieron 
por debajo del 80% del ingreso promedio del 
área, ajustado al tamaño de la familia.

La familia está atrasada en el pago de la renta 
y/o está en riesgo de quedarse sin vivienda o 
tener inestabilidad de vivienda.

Las aplicaciones se aceptarán  
partir de mayo de 2021.

Para preservar la estabilidad de vivienda durante la pandemia de COVID-19

Programa de Pago de Renta de Illinois

Hogar de 1 Hogar de 2 Hogar de 3 Hogar de 4

Hogar de 5 Hogar de 6 Hogar de 7 Hogar de 8

$52,200 $59,650 $67,100 $74,550

$80,550 $86,500 $92,450 $98,450
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